Institutional behaviour and time in treatment among psychopaths admitted to a prison-based therapeutic community.
Previous research has indicated that psychopathy is associated with high levels of institutional misconduct and high attrition rates in therapeutic communities. However, most of this work has been conducted with North American populations. In the present study, data is presented on institutional behaviour and time in therapy for 104 inmates admitted to Grendon Therapeutic Prison. The results indicated that high scores on the Hare Psychopathy Checklist Revised were significantly associated with failure to progress from the assessment unit onto a therapy wing and the number of adjudications and security information reports. A trend was found for psychopathy to be associated with shorter periods in therapy, but this just failed to reach significance. The results confirm previous research on the association between psychopathy and institutional misconduct and provide some support for the association between psychopathy and early termination of treatment in therapeutic communities. A number of methodological issues are discussed.